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Dhammal Shaala
During this tough time, constant churning about alternatives to regular schooling was
going on by the full time volunteers of Abhyudaya Global Village School.
Online classes: Naah! Everyone rejected the idea. For one, just because something is
better than nothing, indulging into a not so meaningful activity wasn't making sense.
Moreover, considering that more than 50% of the kids don't have an android device
made the idea even more stupid. On top of it, those who possessed did not have a proper
network in their village.
Second round of churning had a good outcome: We named it Dhammal Shaala. And
guess who was the inspiration for this: Our very own Sujata, an educator at AGVS.
And our guide: Soonrita Sahasrabuddhe, Founder of First Three, Institute of Child
Development, Early Childhood Development Specialist, Commonwealth Scholar.
"The mind that is accumulating
knowledge never learns."
- J.Krishnamurti
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Why Dhammal Shaala: There was a pressing need for the emotional well being of the
students to be engaged in something meaningful in the day. They were missing the
interactions and the happiness. After all there's no work from home for their parents
who work on the farm or who have to work for running the show.
Out of 18 villages (where the students of AGVS come from) Dhammal Shaala has been
in phases started at 9 places.
What happens at the door-step school: The local AGVS facilitator along with the team
of elder students plans, decides and executes a 2 hour engagement with the younger
kids of the village. Out of around 7 activities suggested for each day, the team selects
3-4 activities and executes them. Till now, they have painted, danced, prayed, shared
stories, made sculptures, watched videos, laughed, made videos and meditated
together.

"We rise to fall & we fall to rise
- but the rise after every fall is
higher."
- Mahatria
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What have they gained:
Participation of the villagers: Some offered them their drawing rooms, some with
their empty waadas, temples, with a place in Gram Panchayat.
The elder students of AGVS are learning a lot: decision making, leadership skills, time
management, empathy, team building and more importantly respectful
communication. Their ability to be sensitive to the needs of others also increased.
The younger kids are enjoying: While being meaningfully engaged, they are just
enjoying the bliss of being together with their friends, sharing and laughing.
The facilitators have realized: 'Our purpose is to speak to what is best in our children their intelligence, their initiative, their sense of responsibility, their sense of humor.
We have to put an end to talk that wounds the spirit and search out the language that
nourishes self-esteem.'
"Genuine people are always an
inspiration."
- Venkat Krishnan
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During the Lockdown:
We got a lot of time for introspection with the teachers. And the good news is:
Most of our teachers have now begun their journeys towards becoming
facilitators. They have plenty of realizations to share now. They have started
thinking and not just that, they are expressing their thoughts. They have
understood that the children have the capacity to learn and absorb things from the
environment. We are just the builders of the right kind of learning environment.
Our guides during these discussion were the team of School of Creativity: Sameer
Hejib & Harshwardhan Patil.
We worked on designing systems for the smooth administration in the school.
We visited villages and met the students.
We could reflect back on the objectives and road map of Vikalpa; the parent body of
AGVS for its five-year plan.
One of our full timer friends at AGVS, Ninad who joined us this January, 1st,
invested his time in visiting villages, talking to parents and kids and making
videos and publishing through social media. Ninad hails from Gwalior and is
interested in exploring rural lifestyle. He has worked in software companies in
Mumbai for almost 15 years after his post-graduation in computer applications.
We are thinking of ways to connect to new people and spread the word. We could
provide half of the salaries to the staff for the last 4 months. We have told the staff
transparently about the monetary situation and they understand and trust us on
this. We have also asked them to let us know in case of any emergencies.
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Our Supporters:
We are grateful to the love and support that we keep getting from each and every
supporter and well wisher.
Corporates who have and are supporting the cause during these times are:
Excel Controlinkages Pvt. Ltd.
PIX Transmissions Ltd.
Persistent Foundation
Birewar Foundation
Harrier Information Systems Pvt. Ltd.
D. P. Jain Foundation
We thank all the above organizations from the bottom of our hearts for being with us.
A kind soul, Mr.Khushroo Poacha and his team at Seva Kitchen have supported the
school with grocery kits for the teaching and non-teaching staff during these tough
times when we are able to provide only 50% salaries to them. Gratitude Sir!
We are extremely grateful to all the compassionate individuals too for the love
showered on us and for being a part of our stories. We are able to work even now
through Dhammal Shaala and other activities only because of the support and
affection from you all. Thank you All :)

